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Alteon (AMEX: ALT; Ramsey, New Jersey)

Alteon seeks to block the damaging effects of protein-glucose complexes 
known as advanced glycation end products (AGEs). When these link with 
other proteins, they cause cell and tissue damage that has been tied to 
neurodegenerative diseases, diabetes, and other problems. Incorporated 
in 1986, the company has products in late-stage clinical trials for hyper-
tension, as well as cardiovascular and kidney diseases.
Prospects: Using widely accepted science, Alteon is developing prod-
ucts for specific disorders associated with aging. However, as with many 
biotech companies, no one knows whether Alteon will have trial results 
that will attract partners.

Elixir Pharmaceuticals (private; Cambridge, Massachusetts)

Formed in 1999 by Drs. Kenyon and Guarente, Elixir compares gene 
expression across model organisms to find genes associated with lon-
gevity. The company has also collected genetic material from 2,000 cen-
tenarians. As genes are identified from the animal models, researchers 
examine the comparable human sequences. The company has identified 
four target proteins, and has found small molecules that modulate two of 
these proteins. It is testing compounds in animal studies.
Prospects: Elixir is little more than a research boutique aimed at discov-
ering targets and is not at the point of developing drugs.

Geron (Nasdaq: GERN; Menlo Park, California)

When the company started in 1992, it intended to stall aging by maintain-
ing telomere length. Now Geron plans to use embryonic stem cells to 
regenerate tissue damaged by diseases associated with aging. Studies 
in animals are under way to assess the potential of embryonic stem cells 
to become specific cell types. 
Prospects: Geron made its reputation around telomerase activity and 
its role in maintaining telomere length. Recently, it has focused more on 
developing telomerase inhibitors as anticancer agents than on develop-
ing antiaging treatments.

Rejuvenon (private; The Woodlands, Texas)

With age, people produce less growth hormone; Rejuvenon hopes to slow 
aging by counteracting this process. Rejuvenon was founded in 2000 by 
Roy Smith, Ph.D., now director of the Huffington Center on Aging at Bay-
lor College of Medicine. As a Merck scientist, Dr. Smith discovered that 
activating the growth hormone secretagogue receptor (GHSR) causes 
production of growth hormone. Rejuvenon has licensed compounds that 
stimulate GHSR, which are now being studied in animals as potential 
treatments for AIDS wasting and HIV lipodystrophy.
Prospects: This little startup is still in the exploratory stages.

Old Growth 
Startups are working on drugs to put age-related disease on hold.  
MONYA BAKER

ñThe science is more exciting than the investment,ò says one analyst of the antiaging companies. Right now, venture 
capitalists are reluctant to invest in companies that have drugs only in preclinical trials or earlier, putting companies 
like Alteon ahead of this relatively small pack. 




